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Sultan to accept financial control in Macedonia and a further increase of the gendarmerie. As one of the foreign officers has testified,1 the Macedonian Turks and the " Young Turk " officers held the Sultan responsible for the humiliation which they felt as Ottomans, but, far from bearing any. grudge against the European officers, they did their best to help these officers in their task. At all events Macedonia became the only part of the Ottoman Empire where the Turks developed sufficient national self-respect to perceive that reform alone could save their country ; but they could not tolerate the thought that Islamism was to owe its salvation to the foreigner.
In intimate contact with European ideas, the Turkish civilian officials and officers in Macedonia resolved to dethrone the sovereign who was selling the Ottoman birthright to the Infidel Powers. The revolutionary " Committee of Union and Progress " was thus formed and developed, not merely against the Hamidian regime but against a meddlesome Europe. Turkey, it was held, must have a Constitution, providing guarantees of liberty and establishing her as an independent Power. Good government must begin in Macedonia. Only thus could the foreigner be evicted. When, in July 1908, the constitution of Midhat Pasha was revived, the "hero of the Revolution/' Enver Bey, exclaimed, before ten thousand people assembled in Liberty Square at Salonica: " To-day Arbitrary Government has disappeared. We are all brothers. There are no longer in Turkey Bulgarians, Greeks, Servians, Rumanians, Mussulmans, Jews. Under the same blue sky we are all proud to be Ottomans/' The European Consuls at Salonica were duped by this eloquence and their enthusiasm duped their Governments. On July 30 the Journal de Salonique referred as follows to the scheme of a Balkan Confederation : "I have every confidence that the Turkish
1 Major Sarrou, in La Jeune Turquie et la Revolution, p. n.